
Columbus Redevelopment Commission 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

December 17, 2012 
6:00 p.m.  

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES 
 
The Redevelopment Commission met in regular session on Monday, December 17, 2012 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Columbus, Indiana Common Council Chambers.  The meeting was 
chaired by Mayor and Redevelopment Commissioner Kristen Brown.  Other Commission 
members present were Frank Jerome, David Wright, Sarah Cannon, and Steven Scgalski.   
 
Also present were Heather Pope, Redevelopment Director; Stan Gamso, Counsel to the 
Commission; and Susan Fye and Jayne Farber, Public Works and Safety Board members.  
Several members of the public were also present.  
 
Except for matters raised by members of the public present, matters discussed during the 
meeting were those previously disclosed in a public notice of the meeting. 
 
Call to Order 

1) Roll Call by Mayor Brown – Frank Jerome, David Wright, Mayor Brown, Sarah 
Cannon, and Steven Scgalski.  John Anderson (Non-Voting Member) was absent 
from the meeting. 

Action Items 
 

1) Approval of Meeting Minutes:  Upon motion duly made by Sarah Cannon and 
seconded by David Wright, minutes of the Commission’s November 19, 2012 
regular meeting were unanimously approved by all Commissioners present. 

 
2) Amendment and Restatement of Parking and Access Easement Agreement:  Stan 

Gamso next reviewed for the Commission the history of certain issues in 
connection with a Second Street Downtown Columbus Memorandum of 
Understanding entered into on September 2, 2009, and a related Parking and 
Access Easement Agreement (the “Easement”) entered into on September 23, 
2011, each by Columbus Downtown, Inc. and Buckingham Cole, LLC, and 
subsequently assigned to the Commission on July 16, 2012.  He explained the 
nature of certain recommended changes to the Easement, including but not limited 
to the number of parking spaces to be available to Buckingham Cole and the 
monthly parking fees to be paid to the Commission for rights in the Second Street 
Garage, and payments to be made by the Commission to Buckingham in 
satisfaction of certain disputed obligations of the Commission.  The changes were 



in accord with parameters of the negotiating authority with respect to the dispute 
given to Mayor Brown and Mr. Gamso.  A discussion among the Commission and 
public present ensued of the financial and other effects on the City of the changes, 
all of which were deemed positive by the Commission.  Following discussion, 
upon motion duly made by David Wright, seconded by Frank Jerome and 
opportunity for further public comment, Resolution No. 19-2012 approving the 
amendment and restatement of the Easement, in the form presented to the meeting 
and attached to these minutes, as amended to authorize use of parking space lease 
revenues from both the Jackson Street and Second Street Garages for payments by 
the Commission to Buckingham Cole, was unanimously approved. 

 
3) Direction to Columbus Clerk-Treasurer to Transfer Funds:  Mr. Gamso then 

explained a need for lease and utility payments made by the four restaurant 
tenants in the Commons for 2012, that were currently held in Fund 302, to be 
transferred to Fund 211; for the balance of all funds held in Fund 302 as of 
December 31, 2012 to be transferred to Fund 211-114 on or before December 31, 
2012; to authorize the City’s Department of Parks and Recreation to receive all 
such payments for calendar year 2013 into Fund 114; and to direct the City’s 
Clerk-Treasurer to make such fund transfers.  Upon motion duly made by Sarah 
Cannon, seconded by David Wright and opportunity for public comment, 
Resolution No. 20-2012 in the form presented to the meeting and attached to 
these minutes was unanimously approved. 

  
4) Installment Payment on Cummins Foundation Promissory Note:  Mayor Brown 

and Mr. Gamso next presented a resolution approving a $125,000 annual 
installment payment on or before December 31, 2012 on a $500,000 loan from the 
Cummins Foundation evidenced by a non-interest bearing promissory note 
executed on May 23, 2011, the proceeds of which were used for build-out of the 
Indiana University Center for Art and Design (IUCAD) space in the remaining 
space of the previous Commons Mall.  They explained that the installment could 
be made at any time prior to December 31, 2013, but that it was mutually 
advantageous to the parties for payment to be made earlier.  Upon motion duly 
made by Frank Jerome, seconded by Sarah Cannon and opportunity for public 
comment, Resolution No. 21-2012 in the form presented to the meeting and 
attached to these minutes was unanimously approved authorizing the payment and 
directing the City’s Clerk-Treasurer to make such payment from Fund 252. 

 
5) Installment Payment on Heritage Fund Promissory Note:  Mayor Brown and Mr. 

Gamso then presented a similar resolution approving a $125,000 annual 
installment payment on or before December 31, 2012 on a $500,000 loan from the 
Heritage Fund – The Community Foundation of Bartholomew County, Inc. 
evidenced by a non-interest bearing promissory note executed on June 10, 2011, 
the proceeds of which were used for build-out of the Scotty’s and Puccini’s 
restaurant spaces in the new Columbus Commons.  They explained that, as with 
the Cummins Foundation loan, the installment could be made at any time prior to 
December 31, 2013, but that it was mutually advantageous to the parties for 



payment to be made earlier.  Upon motion duly made by Frank Jerome, seconded 
by David Wright and opportunity for public comment, Resolution No. 22-2012 in 
the form presented to the meeting and attached to these minutes was unanimously 
approved authorizing the payment and directing the City’s Clerk-Treasurer to 
make such payment from Fund 252. 

 
6) Contract Negotiations with Parking Garage Management Company:  Heather 

Pope and Mr. Gamso next reviewed the Commission’s prior authorization to 
distribute a Request for Proposal (RFP) for management and operation services 
for the Jackson Street and Second Street Parking Garages, and the thorough 
process that had been engaged in by the Redevelopment Department for RFP 
distribution and review of the three (3)  responses (from REI Real Estate Services, 
Denison Parking and Newpoint Parking) received to the request.  Ms. Pope and 
Mr. Gamso reviewed the details of each proposal with the Commission, including 
number of employees to be staffed for the garages, services to be provided, 
commercial profiles of each bidder and other provisions.  An extensive discussion 
ensued with the Commission regarding the financial impact of the proposals on 
the Commission’s costs of operating the garages.  Based upon all factors she 
deemed relevant, Ms. Pope recommended to the Commission that REI’s proposal 
be accepted for purposes of moving forward to negotiate a contract including a 3-
year term recommended by Mayor Brown, as opposed to the 5-year term 
contained in REI’s proposal.  Following further discussion and recognition of a 
need to do some additional due diligence with respect to REI as a company, upon 
motion duly made by David Wright, seconded by Frank Jerome and opportunity 
for public comment, Resolution No. 23-2012 in the form presented to the meeting 
and attached to these minutes, with REI Real Estate Services inserted into the 
blank space as the company with which to commence negotiations, was 
unanimously approved. 

 
7) Clarification and Ratification of Purchase and Sale of Properties:  As a result of a 

general audit by the Indiana State Board of Accounts, and to eliminate confusion 
in the minutes and other records of the previous Redevelopment Commission and 
of Columbus Downtown, Inc. (CDI), Mr. Gamso then proposed that the 
Commission adopt a resolution clarifying and ratifying certain complex 
transactions involving the purchase by the prior Commission through CDI from 
the Rural Electric Membership Corporation (REMC) of real property located at 
801 Second Street, a related transfer by the prior Commission to REMC through 
CDI of an 11.44 acre tract of property at the Walesboro Airport it had acquired 
from the Board of Aviation Commissioners (BAC), and a Project Agreement 
entered into between the prior Commission and the BAC involving the use of TIF 
funds for designated projects at the airport as consideration for the acquisition.  
He explained that all elements of the transactions had previously been satisfied, 
except for the release of a Promissory Note for $367,500 which had actually been 
paid but was now still made payable by the Commission to the BAC, and that all 
transactions had been entered into by the prior Commission as part of its project 
to create an indoor sports complex at the 801 Second Street site.  While the 



current Commission was not being required by the State Board of Accounts to do 
so, Mr. Gamso recommended that the record and history of the transactions be 
clarified through acceptance of the explanatory document he had presented to the 
Commission, and that in his opinion the transactions described therein should be 
ratified by the Commission as a matter of good governance and recordkeeping.  
Following discussion, upon motion duly made by Steven Scgalski, seconded by 
Sarah Cannon and opportunity for public comment, Resolution No. 24-2012 in 
the form presented to the meeting and attached to these minutes was unanimously 
approved to both clarify and ratify the described transactions.  

 
8) Proposed Month-to-Month Extension of Cummins Parking Space Lease 

Agreement:  Mr. Gamso and Susan Fye next presented an amendment to the 
Cummins parking lease agreement, expiring December 31, 2012, for spaces in the 
Jackson Street Parking Garage and related resolution that, if signed and adopted, 
would extend the agreement on a month-to-month basis.  Following discussion, 
upon motion duly made by Mayor Brown, seconded by David Wright and 
opportunity for public comment, Resolution No. 25-2012 in the form presented to 
the meeting and attached to these minutes was unanimously adopted. 

 
9) Acceptance of Assignment of Sublease Agreement between Columbus 

Downtown, Inc. and Scotty’s Greenhouse, LLC:  Susan Fye then presented an 
assignment to the Commons Board, executed by Scotty’s, of the sublease between 
CDI and Scotty’s for restaurant space in the Commons, which is to become a 
sublease between the Commission and Scotty’s upon acceptance of the 
assignment by the Commons Board and entry into a Master Lease Agreement 
between the Commission and the Commons Board, replacing the one with CDI.  
Following discussion and for the record, upon motion duly made by Frank 
Jerome, seconded by Mayor Brown and opportunity for public comment, the 
Commission unanimously accepted the assignment pending its acceptance by the 
Commons Board and entry into the new Master Lease. 

 
10) Review and Approval of Claims:  Heather Pope next presented the docket of 

monthly claims, including those from Bruce Carter Associates for environmental 
remediation management work, all of which had been reviewed by Commission 
members either prior to or during the meeting.  Upon motion duly made by Mayor 
Brown, seconded by Sarah Cannon and opportunity for public comment, payment 
of the claims was unanimously approved.       

  
            

Discussion Items 
 

1) Arts and Cultural District Update:  Jane Farber then presented an update on the 
City’s Arts and Cultural District project in her capacity as lead project consultant, 
including that the City had received the official designation from Indiana Arts 
Commission effective December 7th.  Among the items she discussed were 
membership of the coalition appointed by Mayor Brown, including the 



Commission, that will be involved in the work of facilitating development of the 
District, finalization of the 6 Sigma project in connection with potential future 
use of the Crump Theater in the District, commencement of an investigation into 
establishing an Indiana Artisans Center in the District, and existence of a timeline 
for the coalition’s future work.  Following Ms. Farber’s update, the Commission 
discussed the status of pending proposals for use of certain vacant buildings 
owned by the Commission, including among others the former Senior Citizen’s 
Center and the former REMC office building on 2nd Street proposed to be 
demolished.  

 
2) Update on Columbus Downtown, Inc. (CDI) Wind Down:  Ms. Fye and Mr. 

Gamso next provided a brief continuing update on the few remaining activities, 
including among other things transfers of cash to pay bills, certain accounting 
adjustments, and a public notice regarding filing of any outstanding claims 
against CDI, required or desired either by the City, Commission or State Board of 
Accounts in connection with winding down the existence of CDI.  With this 
update, the Commission concluded that CDI was effectively, if not formally, now 
shut down.  Following suggestion by Mr. Gamso, upon motion duly made by 
Mayor Brown and seconded by Sarah Cannon, the Commission unanimously 
thanked Ms. Fye, CDI Board member Glen Petri, and Frank Jerome, all of whom 
had worked on various elements of CDI’s wind down, for their hard work and 
diligence in accomplishing that task. 

 
3) Update on 2nd Street Bridge Lighting Project:  Ms. Pope then provided a brief 

update on lighting of the 2nd Street Bridge, including that the lights were installed 
and being tested with respect to vehicle driver glare, and that City Engineer Dave 
Hayward would be meeting with the INDOT District Traffic Engineer for 
finalization of mounting pole and light placement approval. 

 
4) Commission Meeting Schedule for 2013:  In conclusion of the discussion items, 

Ms. Pope presented the 2013 regular meeting schedule to the Commission, 
including the monthly deadlines for filing meeting materials in the 
Redevelopment Department office and for public notices of meetings to the 
media.         

 
 
Adjournment  
 

Upon motion duly made by Sarah Cannon and seconded by David Wright, the 
meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 



Approval of December 12, 2012 minutes. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Chairperson 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Member 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Member 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Member 
 
  
      ______________________________ 
      Member 
 
Date: _____________________ 

 
 


