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MINUTES
The Redevelopment Commission met in special joint session with Columbus City Council on Monday, November 4, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Cal Brand Meeting Hall of Columbus City Hall.  The Commission’s meeting was chaired by Commission President Sarah Cannon.  Other Commission members present were Susan Fye, David Wright, Steven Scgalski and Frank Jerome (also a member of City Council).

Also present were Redevelopment Director Heather Pope; Stan Gamso, Counsel to the Commission; Ralph De Nisco, Senior Associate of transportation consulting firm Nelson\Nygaard; Erika Miller, Senior Engineer of global engineering consulting firm Parsons Brinckerhoff; along with the other members of City Council.  Members of the public were also present.

Matters discussed during the meeting were those previously disclosed in a public notice of the meeting.

Call to Order
1) Roll Call by Sarah Cannon – Susan Fye, David Wright, Sarah Cannon, Frank Jerome and Steven Scgalski.

Absent:  Robert Abrams (Non-Voting Member)

Discussion Item 
1) Final Presentation of Downtown Parking Management Plan:  Ms. Pope made opening remarks to the joint meeting regarding the Downtown Columbus Parking Study for which the Redevelopment Commission had engaged the Nelson\Nygaard firm, which in turn had engaged the services of Parsons Brinckerhoff.  She briefly reviewed the history of Nelson\Nygard’s engagement, and also that a Parking Steering Committee had been established chaired by Tom Dell of the Downtown Merchants Association, consisting also of Elaine DeClue representing Downtown Restaurants, Catina Furnish of Cummins Inc., former City Engineer Dave Hayward, Redevelopment Commissioner Susan Fye, and herself as Redevelopment Director.  Mr. Dell and Ms. DeClue were present at the meeting.   She then introduced Mr. De Nisco and Ms. Miller who presented the final results of their comprehensive study for development of a downtown parking management plan, which study began in the Summer of 2013 with a thorough assessment of parking supply and demand, including but not limited to extensive data collection on existing conditions and space utilization by times of day by location, conducting stakeholder interviews and on-line surveys, a public open house and meetings with downtown merchants, leading to development of tentative alternative solutions to addressing the public’s concerns regarding downtown parking made available in mid-October, and final presentation of their formalized recommendations to this joint session.  A key message in the presentation was that based on current and probable near-term demand, additional downtown parking capacity was unnecessary if existing capacity were managed more effectively.

Upon conclusion of their extensive presentation and opportunity for questions from Commission and Council members, as well as from members of the public, Mr. Dell, Ms. DeClue, Mr. De Nisco, Ms. Miller and Ms. Pope discussed various elements of the Steering Committee’s recommendations based on the alternative solutions suggested by the Nelson\Nygaard and Parsons Brinckerhoff consulting firms.  The recommendations included: (a) pricing of spaces for availability in the core area of downtown; (b) having no time limits on paid parking; (c) elimination of restrictions for relocating in the downtown zone; (d) provide free unlimited long-term parking on-street; (e) provide a combination of free and permitted parking in the lots and garages; (f) offer more convenient store customer paid parking and consolidate employee parking in the Jackson Street Garage; (g) establish a Parking Commission to govern, regulate and establish policies for downtown parking; and (h) develop policies to protect residential neighborhoods adjacent to the core downtown area.

Prior to adjourning the meeting, Commissioners and City Council members discussed potential joint next steps regarding a determination of how many and which of the Steering Committee’s recommendations the City would implement, and when.  They also thanked the consultants and the Steering Committee members for their excellent work on the study and in helping the City to develop an effective plan for addressing its downtown parking requirements for the benefit of all of its stakeholders.     
Adjournment 
Upon motion duly made by David Wright and seconded by Susan Fye, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Approval of November 4, 2013 minutes.
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