
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Commons Board Meeting - Council Chambers, City Hall 
March12th, 2014 

11:30 am EST 
 

QUORUM NOT PRESENTSO NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS TOOK PLACE 
 

The Commons Board met on Wednesday, March 12th, 2014 at 11:30 am (EST) in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall. 
 
Board Members Present: Sharon Beach, George Dutro, Sherry Stark  
 
Others Present: Jamie Brinegar, Jillian Keller, Jeff Logston, Julie McClure, Heather 
Pope, Steve Risting, Casey Ritz, Shanda Sasse, Karen Shrode 

 

Board President Sherry Stark welcomed everyone and presented review of the agenda 
and February 2014 minutes. Sherry declared no quorum present and no action would 
be taken. No corrections were made to the minutes and official approval will be 
postponed until a quorum convenes.  
 
Heather Pope provided the tenant update. Heather and Shanda have set up a weekly 
phone call to stay in contact regarding tenants. It is Heather’s understanding that all 
tenants are satisfied. Construction in the Jordy McTaggart’s retail space is moving along 
and Steve Risting has corresponded with their lighting contractors concerning the 
outdoor signage. Steve noted additional construction details have not been provided 
since the previous Board meeting.  
 
Heather also presented the “For Lease” signage that would be placed on retail space 
#108. The sign will be posted later in the week. Heather received the market rent 
estimates from the property appraisers on Monday, March 10th. That information has 
been put into the Request For Proposals. The RFP was delayed until the market rent 
estimates had been obtained but will also go out at the end of the week. All of the 
information will be provided to local commercial brokers and be posted online. The sign 
will be placed on the roll down grill of the store front. 
 
Heather offered kudos to The Commons maintenance staff for doing an impeccable job 
of cleaning the retail space in preparation of the RFP. George Dutro stated no one on 
The Commons Board has signed approval for sign application for Jordy McTaggart’s.  
 
Jeff Logston provided the City Attorney update. He mentioned downtown parking has 
been an ongoing discussion and a sub-committee is being formed to gather information. 



 

 

The decisions on parking downtown will impact The Commons. Jeff stated that the 
subcommittee will seek input from The Commons Board and The Commons staff on 
their preferences.  
 
Shanda Sasse presented The Commons report. The lower lobby sound system 
construction is nearing completion. A training session with Clear Sound Design will be 
scheduled for the staff. Shanda will submit pictures once the project is finalized.  
 
Shanda also listed two areas that are starting to endure every day wear and tear due to 
public use. These areas include the columns in the playground and food court area as 
well as the East and South Walls in the catering kitchen. White neoprene plastic 
sheeting will be installed to cover the drywall and wall space on both areas to prevent 
damage and cut down on maintenance. Danny Brown had reached out to Setser 
fabricating for the work. They estimate three to four days for the installation. Jamie 
Brinegar stated the project is in the budget and Steve Risting has approved the work.  
 
Shanda also reported recent and upcoming events at The Commons. The ABC 
Montessori Art Show was hosted through the first weekend in March. The Columbus 
Indiana Philharmonic’s Annual string orchestra invitational was on Tuesday, March 11th. 
Art posters will be showcased in the playground for Disabilities Month. The Commons is 
also hosting Spring Break Bounce as the March programming event. The event will 
include two bounce houses and an inflatable obstacle course for children under the age 
of twelve. The event will run March 21st through March 23rd and QMix will broadcast live 
from The Commons on Friday, March 21st. There will also be another art display in April 
in connection with “Month of the Young Child.”  
 
Shanda presented The Commons March dashboard. February revenue totaled around 
$8,600. Year to date revenue for January and February is $18,000. Projected year to 
date event rental revenue is $102, 660, 91% of the annual goal. 25% of the budgeted 
revenue has been collected and 17% has been spent. The Commons also hosted 57 
events including the meeting rooms. Over 2,800 guests used The Commons in 
February not including visitors to the playground and restaurants. Shanda also noted 
the Long Term and Short Term Capital needs. These needs included the covering for 
the previously discussed playground columns and catering kitchen walls.  George Dutro 
requested that “percent of budgeted revenue” be added to the graphs for clarification.  
 
Jamie stated he had reached out to Ryan from Subway corporate in attempts to set up 
a time to meet to discuss signage. Ryan said that traffic and business were on the rise 
in February when he spoke with Jamie. Jamie will report back.  
 
Karen Shrode provided a Columbus Area Art’s Council update. This year’s First Fridays 
for Families have been very successful. The February event hosted the Wild Rumpus 
World Circus and had over 600 people in attendance. Dancer’s Studio will present Peter 
and The Wolf on April 4th.  
 
If a quorum is present at the April 9th meeting the February and March minutes will be 



 

 

reviewed and approved.  
  
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:06 p.m. 
 
Jillian Keller, acting secretary  
 
Next meeting: Wednesday, April 9th, 2014.  


