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MINUTES

COLUMBUS BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

        JUNE 25, 2013
MEETING HALL, CITY HALL

123 WASHINGTON STREET

COLUMBUS, INDIANA

Members Present:  Eric Frey Chairperson; Lou Marr, Hanna Omar and

                                  Tom Wetherald.
Members absent:    Bryan Schroer.  
Staff Present:          Melissa Begley, Allie Keen, Sondra Bohn, Planning Department,
                                  Bill Klakamp, Code Enforcement,
                                  Aaron Edwards, Deputy City Attorney. 
PUBLIC MEETING

Eric Frey Chairperson opened the meeting with a brief explanation about the Board and its responsibilities.

Proof of advertising for all cases was confirmed.  The petitions and staff comments are a permanent record at the Planning Department.

Aaron Edwards, Deputy City Attorney, administered the oath to all in attendance that would be speaking.

OLD BUSINESS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

 C/CU-13-02: Foundry Site Recycling Center
Foundry Site Recycling Center is a request by KLM National for conditional use approval to allow a recycling center, including a scrap metal yard, in an 1-3 (Industrial: Heavy) zoning district per Zoning Ordinance Section 3.25(B).  The property is located at 1616 10th Street, in the City of Columbus.

Melissa Begley presented the background information on the request.

Ms. Begley read into the record the following letters that were received opposed to the variance request:

Ann Johnson, said that the variance would not be family friendly and trucks are hazardous to people and roads.

Frank Jerome said there is environmental issues, effects the neighborhood.

Mayor Kristen Brown said the future use is residential and there is poor access.

She said unlikely industrial, and scrap metal yards are not recycling center.

Revitalization is occurring in the area. It is not in our Comprehensive Plan.

Petitioners, Jeff Washburn, Mike Mclver and Matt Ellegood appeard and presented their case.
The meeting was open to the public.

Doug Otto (United Way) – had environmental concerns not addressed and enforcement of the conditions before operations begins.
Chuck Corbin (United Way) - said conditions should be met before property is occupied and criteria 3 had not been met.

Roger Lang- said continuance was granted for more information, but that information was not given.  He said primary focus is scrapping metal and the site plan is unclear about the size, buffer and storage areas and the environmental studies.

Albert Hill- Property is not well maintained and enforcement to tear down building will not happen.

Chris Ratain (9th Street neighborhood watch) had concerns with safety of residents and crime.  He said he had concerns with petitioner’s reputation with all the boarded up houses he owns in the neighborhood and what if the business fails? He was concerned about traffic and pest problems.
Rick Agnew had environmental concerns and concerns about petitioner’s reputation. He stated he was concerned about the family business that his wife owns in the area with all the increase in the traffic that this scrap metal business would generate.
Don Fye recommended approval and fears potential of low income housing. 

He said approval would prevent worse operations from locating there.

Denise Pryer said it was not consistent with neighborhood.

Susan Kell said she was concerned about traffic flow management.
Mike Mullett spoke about the environmental issues and the applicant has failed to disclose all information of environmental study that has been completed.
Robert Winn wanted it to be denied.
Susan Fye said something needs to be done with the property, she stated her family owned several properties in the area and she thought the request should be approved.

The meeting was closed to the public.
Mr. Washburn responded to the public comments.

Eric Frey made a motion to deny C/CU-13-02 based on the findings of fact as presented by staff.

Lou Marr seconded the motion and a voice vote was taken.

Motion denied by a vote of 3-1 with Mr. Wetherald being the nay vote. 
NEW BUSINESS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

 None
 FINDINGS OF FACT
C/UV-13-02: Calvary Pentecostal Church of Columbus
Tom Wetherald made a motion to accept the findings of fact seconded by
Lou Marr.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 4-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Tom Wetherald made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 28, 2013 meeting, which was seconded by Lou Marr.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 4-0.
DISCUSSION

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.








______________________









Eric Frey, Chairperson








  ______________________

              






 Dave Schroer, Secretary
1


