
City of Columbus New Construction Permitting Process Map
For new Multi-Family Residential, Commercial, Institutional, and Industrial Construction
City of Columbus – Bartholomew County Planning Department          Updated: February 25, 2026

A pre-submittal meeting arranged through the Planning Department (planning@columbus.in.gov / 812.376.2550) is recommended for all new construction.  
For more information visit the City of Columbus Development Services page at https://www.columbus.in.gov/planning/development-building-services/. 

Zoning Compliance Certification
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Code Enforcement Department

State Building Review
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of Homeland Security (IDHS)

Stormwater Review                     
City of Columbus                       

Engineering Department
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Columbus  
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Zoning Compliance Certificate 
application submitted to the 

Planning Department

Planning Department reviews the 
submittal, distributes it to other 

departments, and provides 
comments to the applicant

Construction Design Release (CDR) 
application submitted to the 

Department of Homeland Security

IDHS processes the submittal 
consistent with their requirements 

and procedures

Technical Code Enforcement 
Department collects required 

building-related approvals

Construction Design Release (CDR) 
issued to the applicant & County 

Technical Code Enforcement 
Department

In the CD, CN, P, and FD-OL* zoning 
districts, Plan Commission review 

and approval is also required

Requirements 
Not Met:          
Applicant 
provides a 

revised submittal

Applicant completes the IDEM Notice 
of Intent (NOI) process

Construction May Begin

Technical Code Enforcement 
Department issues the              

Building Permit

Applicant Actions

If found to be 
deficient:          
Applicant 
provides a 

revised submittal

Requirements Met:                           
Stormwater Management Permit is 

approved with conditions 

Applicant pays the review fee

Applicant schedules and completes a 
Pre-Disturbance meeting with the 

Engineering Department

Requirements Met:                      
Zoning Compliance Certificate issued 
to the applicant & County Technical 

Code Enforcement Department

If the site is 1 acre+, 
Stormwater Management Permit 

application submitted to the 
Engineering Department

Engineering Department or its 
designee reviews the submittal and 
provides comments to the applicant

Right-of-way Work Review                     
City of Columbus                       

Engineering Department

Right-of-Way work permits, including  
Improvement in the Right-of-Way 

(driveways, sidewalk, curb, etc.) and 
Permit to Excavate (for street 

excavations and borings) submitted 
to the Engineering Department*

Construction in the            
Right-of-Way May Begin

*Note: These permits may be 
obtained separately and are 
prerequisites only for work in 
the public right-of-way.  They 
are not required prior to other 
construction activity on the 
property.

Requirements 
Not Met:          
Applicant 
provides a 

revised submittal

Technical Code Enforcement 
Department reviews the submittal 

and provides comments to the 
applicant

Building Permit application 
submitted to the Technical Code 

Enforcement Department

Requirements Met:                           
The Building Permit awaits other 

required building-related approvals
Utility Connections   

May Begin

*Note: This process may be 
completed separately and is 
only a prerequisite for utility 
connections.  It is not required 
prior to other construction 
activity on the property.

Sewer and/or water connection 
pre-planning meeting with 

City Utilities Engineering Department 
Recommended before the 

Zoning Compliance Certificate 
application is submitted to the 

Planning Department

City Utilities provides comments 
during the Zoning Compliance 

Certificate process

Applicant signs up for 
City Utilities service(s) , pays 

connection fees, and schedules 
utility taps / inspections as 

necessary*

*The CD (Commercial: 
Downtown), CN (Commercial: 
Neighborhood), P (Public / 
Semi-Public Facilities), and 
FD-OL (Front Door Overlay) 
zoning districts.
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