City of Columbus — Bartholomew County 123 Washington Street

Planning Department Columbus, Indiana 47201
Phone: (812) 376-2550
Fax: (812) 376-2643

STAFF REPORT

CITY OF COLUMBUS PLAN COMMISSION
(September 9, 2026 Meeting)

Docket No. / Project Title: SDP-26-32 (Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza)

Staff: Melissa Begley

Applicant: Columbus Redevelopment Commission

Property Size: 1.43 acres

Current Zoning: CD (Commercial: Downtown)

Location: The property is located on the north and south sides of SR 46 between

Jackson and Brown Streets, in the City of Columbus

Request Summary:

The applicant is requesting approval of a site development plan major modification consistent with Zoning
Ordinance Chapter 12.8.

The applicant is proposing the following waiver(s) from the zoning ordinance development standards that
would typically apply to this development:
1. Allow for a freestanding sign, when freestanding signs are not permitted.
2. Allow a freestanding sign that is 64 square feet in size, 14 square feet larger than the 50 square foot
maximum.

Plan Commission Decision Criteria:

The Columbus Zoning Ordinance requires that the Plan Commission consider (1) compliance with the
applicable development standards established by the Zoning Ordinance and (2) the general standards listed
below in the review of site development plans (Section 12.8(E)).

1. The proposed development will be consistent with the comprehensive plan.

2. The proposed development will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety,
convenience, or general welfare.

The proposed development will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of the surrounding property.

4. The proposed development will not impede the efficient, orderly, and normal development of the
surrounding property.

5. The proposed development provides adequate access, utilities, landscaping, buffering, and other
improvements.

6. The proposed development provides pedestrian and vehicle ingress, egress, and circulation in a
manner that maintains adequate public safety and efficient movement.

The Plan Commission may waive development requirements of the Zoning Ordinance based on findings by
the Commission that the altered requirements will better serve (a) the intent of that development requirement,
(b) the intent of the zoning district, and/or (c) the general standards listed above.
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Plan Commission Process, Options & Preliminary Staff Recommendation:

Step 1 - Development Standards Waivers:

The initial step in the approval process is for the Plan Commission to determine if any requested development
standards waivers can be supported based on the decision criteria provided by the Zoning Ordinance. The
waiver may be approved if one or more of the criteria have been met. A separate motion with specific
findings is recommended for each requested waiver.

Requested Waiver #1 (Freestanding Sign): The applicant is requesting to allow a freestanding sign. Section
10(1)(2)(c) of the Zoning Ordinance indicates freestanding signs in the CD (Commercial: Downtown) zoning
district shall be limited to those properties that (i) exceed 2 acres in area and (ii) feature a primary structure
that has a minimum front setback of at least 20 feet.

Preliminary Staff Recommendation: Approval, criteria #1 and #2 have been met.

Criteria #1: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of that development
requirement. The Zoning Ordinance indicates the intent of the sign standards as follows: To (1)
implement the comprehensive plan policy recommendations related to signs and community
character, (2) provide for public safety and the general welfare of the community, and (3) provide for
context-appropriate methods of communication that support both the economic growth of the
community and the free expression of thought. The sign regulations are intended to advance
comprehensive plan goals and policies related to the desired character of the community as a whole
and its unique neighborhoods, commercial centers, and other areas; to ensure that all aspects of the
built environment are in scale with their surroundings; to balance the overall attractiveness of the
community with the need for businesses, organizations, and citizens alike to communicate; and to
ensure that signs in the various districts of the community are compatible with expected street,
sidewalk, and property characteristics. The sign regulations are also intended to avoid potential
hazards to motorists and pedestrians, to provide for adequate wayfinding by the public, to preserve
and enhance property values, and to provide equal opportunities for the owners and users of all
similarly situated properties to communicate effectively.

Preliminary Staff Findings: The freestanding sign is appropriately scaled and is intended to identify
the Robert D. Garton Plaza as an important public/community space. The proposed sign is integrated
into the overall landscape. It is located within a planting area and incorporates materials that
complement other site elements. The 4-foot-high sign will be partially screened by meadow plantings
along its base and sides. The sign will better serve comprehensive plan goals and policies related to
the desired character of the community as a whole and the downtown and balancing the overall
attractiveness of the community with the need for businesses, organizations, and citizens alike to
communicate. This criterion has been met.

Criteria #2: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the zoning district in
which the property is located. The Zoning Ordinance indicates the intent of the CD (Commercial:
Downtown) zoning district as follows: to serve as the primary commercial and activity center, where a
complete range of goods, services, and entertainment is located. This district is intended to serve as
a focal point, and to be the most intensely developed area in the community. This district is further
intended to support the continued use of historic structures, to ensure a pedestrian-focused
character, and to enable continued investment.

Preliminary Staff Findings: There are no structures on the property and therefore wall signs cannot be
used as an alternative. This entrance plaza is located at a primary entrance to the downtown and the
proposed sign will better serve the CD (Commercial: Downtown) zoning district because the plaza is
a gateway to downtown and a focal point that establishes a clear identity for an important public
gathering space. This criterion has been met.

Criteria #3: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the general standards listed by
Zoning Ordinance Section 12.8(E)(2) and above.

Preliminary Staff Findings: The freestanding sign will not be detrimental to the public health, safety,
convenience or general welfare and will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of the surrounding
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property. However, allowing the freestanding sign does not better serve the intent of the general
standards. This criterion has not been met.

Requested Waiver #2 (Freestanding Sign Size): The applicant is proposing a freestanding sign that is 64
square feet in area. Section 10(Table 10.1) of the Zoning Ordinance indicates that the maximum size of a
freestanding sign cannot exceed 50 square feet in area.

Preliminary Staff Recommendation: Approval, criteria #2 has been met.

Criteria #1: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of that development
requirement. The Zoning Ordinance indicates the intent of the sign standards as follows: To (1)
implement the comprehensive plan policy recommendations related to signs and community
character, (2) provide for public safety and the general welfare of the community, and (3) provide for
context-appropriate methods of communication that support both the economic growth of the
community and the free expression of thought. The sign regulations are intended to advance
comprehensive plan goals and policies related to the desired character of the community as a whole
and its unique neighborhoods, commercial centers, and other areas; to ensure that all aspects of the
built environment are in scale with their surroundings; to balance the overall attractiveness of the
community with the need for businesses, organizations, and citizens alike to communicate; and to
ensure that signs in the various districts of the community are compatible with expected street,
sidewalk, and property characteristics. The sign regulations are also intended to avoid potential
hazards to motorists and pedestrians, to provide for adequate wayfinding by the public, to preserve
and enhance property values, and to provide equal opportunities for the owners and users of all
similarly situated properties to communicate effectively.

Preliminary Staff Findings: The 64-square-foot area includes the entire sign background; the
proposed lettering itself is approximately 5 inches high and 9 feet long (less than 4 square feet). The
sign's size and proportions have been designed with consideration for the scale of the plaza, the
distance from the roadway, and the speed of passing vehicles, however allowing the larger sign does
not better serve the intent of the sign standards. This criterion has not been met.

Criteria #2: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the zoning district in
which the property is located. The Zoning Ordinance indicates the intent of the CD (Commercial:
Downtown) zoning district as follows: to serve as the primary commercial and activity center, where a
complete range of goods, services, and entertainment is located. This district is intended to serve as
a focal point, and to be the most intensely developed area in the community. This district is further
intended to support the continued use of historic structures, to ensure a pedestrian-focused
character, and to enable continued investment.

Preliminary Staff Findings: The intent of the gateway plaza is to function as a recognizable focal point
within the downtown area. The sign's scale is appropriate to its role in identifying the plaza from the
surrounding streets and establishing a clear sense of arrival to downtown. Allowing the proposed size
will strengthen the visibility and identity of this public space. This criterion has been met.

Criteria #3: The requested waiver or modification will better serve the general standards listed by
Zoning Ordinance Section 12.8(E)(2) and above.

Preliminary Staff Findings: The larger sign will not be detrimental to the public health, safety,
convenience or general welfare and will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of the surrounding
property. However, allowing the larger sign does not better serve the intent of the general standards.
This criterion has not been met.

Step 2 - Conditions:

The Plan Commission should determine through discussion if any conditions of approval are appropriate for
this request. Conditions are situations that need to be resolved through the action of the applicant prior to, or
as part of, the proposed development. Any conditions should be clearly based on the Plan Commission
Decision Criteria listed above.

Preliminary Staff Recommendation: None
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Step 3 - Commitments:

The Plan Commission should determine through discussion if any commitments of the applicant are
appropriate and/or needed for this request. Commitments are long-term agreements that, together with the
Zoning Ordinance, govern the use of the property. Any commitments should be clearly based on the Plan
Commission Decision Criteria listed above.

Preliminary Staff Recommendation: The staff is preliminarily recommending the following commitments: None

Step 4 - Approval, Denial or Continuance:

In reviewing a request for site development plan approval the Plan Commission may (1) approve the
application, (2) deny the application, or (3) continue the review to a future Plan Commission meeting. The
Plan Commission should make, second, and vote on a motion for the approval, denial, or continuance of the
request. Any motion should include reasons supporting that motion that directly reference the Plan
Commission Decision Criteria listed above. Any motion for approval should (1) note any approved waivers
and/or modifications and (2) specifically list any conditions and/or commitments being made as part of the
approval and the reasons for those conditions or commitments based on the Plan Commission Decision
Criteria listed above.

Preliminary Staff Recommendation: Approval, noting the approved waivers indicated above.

Current Property Information:

Land Use: Park

Site Features: A parking area and landscaping.

Flood Hazards: No flood hazards exist on the property.
Special Circumstances: No special circumstances exist on the property.

(Airport Hazard Area, Wellfield
Protection Area, etc.)

Vehicle Access: Brown Street (Collector, Commercial, Urban)
2nd Street / SR46 (Principle Arterial, Commercial, Urban)
1st Street (Local, Commercial, Urban)

2nd Street (Local, Commercial, Urban)

Jackson Street (Local, Commercial, Urban)

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use:
Zoning: Land Use:
North: CD (Commercial: Downtown) The Cole Apartments
South: CD (Commercial: Downtown) Vacant property, Remax Real Estate Offices
East: CD (Commercial: Downtown) IU School of Art, Architecture & Design
West: CD (Commercial: Downtown) Franciscan Physician Network Doctor’s Offices
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Interdepartmental Review:

City Engineering: No comments received.
City Fire No comments received.
Department:

INDOT: No comments received.
City Parks No comments received.
Department:

City Public Works No comments received.
Department:

Comprehensive Plan Consideration(s):

The Future Land Use Map indicates the future use of this property as Mixed Use.

The following Comprehensive Plan goal(s) and/or policy(ies) apply to this application:

1.

POLICY A-2-11: Encourage all new development to be in scale (height, area, mass, setback, etc.)
with its surroundings, determined on a neighborhood-by-neighborhood basis.

New development should be designed in a manner that is sensitive to the surroundings.

GOAL E-1: Maintain and enhance the attractiveness and vitality of the city’s neighborhood business
areas. Downtown Columbus: (Washington & Franklin Streets, between 2~ and 8~ Streets) This area
is characterized by tree-lined streets, cleanliness, attractive buildings, well-maintained sidewalks,
buildings of a consistent scale, low-key signs, pedestrian orientation, attractive window displays,
buildings close to the street, parking in community lots or behind buildings.

POLICY E-1-4: Encourage signs and landscaping which enhance the attractiveness of downtown and
which contribute to the economic vitality of downtown businesses.

Appropriate signs and landscaping contribute to the attractiveness and character of downtown. For
example, trees add to the beauty of downtown, but they should not hide buildings or create hazards
for pedestrians. Similarly, signs which complement the downtown architecture should be encouraged,
along with signs which are pedestrian-oriented.

This property is located in the Downtown Columbus character area. The following Planning Principle(s) apply
to this application: None

This property is located in the focus area of the Comprehensive Plan’s Downtown Strategic Development
Plan Element (Envision Columbus). The Plan states the following: “An extraordinary downtown positively
informs not only the core but exponentially increases all that is good in the surrounding neighborhoods and
beyond. It is the center of gravity around which excellence orbits. (Envision Columbus) describes
development opportunities that will preserve and enhance the best aspects of Columbus while introducing a
means for achieving a more vibrant, active, sustainable, and creative downtown.”

Planning Consideration(s):

The following general site considerations, planning concepts, and other facts should be considered in the
review of this application:
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1. The CD (Commercial: Downtown) zoning district is a site development plan zoning district which
requires any significant site feature changes to be reviewed and approved by the Plan Commission.
Any signage that does not meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance must be reviewed by the
Plan Commission and is subject to one or more modification requests.

2. The Columbus Downtown Gateway Plaza, which encompasses the POW/MIA/Law Enforcement
Plaza, Public Safety Plaza, and Robert D. Garton Veterans Plaza, is undergoing a complete redesign.
The original plaza was designed by Michael Van Valkenburgh and Associates (MVVA) in 2000. The
site encompasses two separate plazas at the north and south of State Road 46.

3. The new design will include all new landscaping, with the exception of a handful of honey locust
street trees along 2nd Street and Jackson Street that will remain. The site will feature a limestone
seat wall on the south side of SR 46 and a stone patio area. The north side will feature an area of
natural stone paving with a limestone walls with memorial features. The existing Crack the Whip
statue will remain, but will be relocated on the site.

4. The applicants are proposing a freestanding sign that is 4 ft tall by 16 feet in length (64 square feet in
size). The sign text is integrated into a decorative limestone wall. The letters are 5 inches in height.
In the CD zoning district, freestanding signs are permitted to be 50 square feet in size. The proposed
sign is 14 square feet larger than permitted. The sign is located on the southwest corner of the site
facing eastbound traffic on SR 46.

5. Freestanding signs in the CD (Commercial: Downtown) zoning district shall be limited to those
properties that (i) exceed 2 acres in area and (ii) feature a primary structure that has a minimum front
setback of at least 20 feet. The provision applies separately to each public street frontage for lots
meeting the minimum size requirement, provided that the freestanding sign shall be placed on the
qualifying frontage. This site is 1.43 acres in size and does not feature a primary structure.

6. The sign ordinance regulations also includes provisions for wall signs. In this application, there is no
primary structure (a building) on the site and therefore no location to place a wall sign.

7. This property location is a primary vehicle entrance into the downtown area and is on the edge of the
pedestrian center of downtown.
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AV Columbus, IN

Record No: SDP-26-32

Site Development Plan Application
Status: Active

Submitted On: 8/6/2026

September 2, 2026

Primary Location

O NO STREET
, 00000

Owner

CITY OF COLUMBUS
WASHINGTON ST 123 COLUMBUS, IN 47201

Development Activity / Change Proposed

Zoning District* @

CD (Commercial: Downtown)

Please select all that apply

Sign(s)

O

Foundation Release Only

O

Temporary Sign

O

Site Feature Change (Landscaping, Parking, Etc.)

Floodplain Alteration

O

Will this require a waiver or modification from the
zoning ordinance?*

Yes

Change of Use/Tenant Change

O

New Structure(s)

O

Expansion of an Existing Structure and/or Use

O

Mineral Extraction

O

Telecommunications Facility

O



Temporary Use

O

Development Standards Waiver / Modification

I am requesting a waiver or modification from
Zoning Ordinance Section*

10(1)(2)(c)

To allow the following*

To allow a freestanding sign on a site that is not larger than 2 acres in size
and does not feature a primary structure.

Waiver or Modification Request Justification:

The Columbus & Bartholomew County Zoning Ordinance [Section 12.8(E)]
establishes specific criteria that must be met in order for a waiver or
modification to be approved with a site development plan. Please describe how
the waiver or modification request meets at |east one of the following criteria.



The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the development requirement.

The requested modification will better serve the intent of the
development requirements by allowing a high-quality, appropriately
scaled sign that identifies Robert D. Garton Plaza as an important
public/community space without introducing additional visual clutter or
commercial signage. The proposed sign replaces the existing plaza
identification sign and is integrated into the overall landscape and
public-realm design. It is located within a planting area and incorporates
materials that complement other site elements, including the site's
boulders and stone paving, as well as the complementary wall signs for
the police and firefighters on the north parcel. The 4-foot-high sign will
be partially screened by meadow plantings along its base and sides.
There is only one primary plaza sign, and the proposed design does not
introduce competing or oversized commercial signage to the site. The
modification would therefore allow the project to maintain clear
identification of the plaza while limiting visual clutter.

The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the zoning district in which the
property is located.

The requested modification will support the intent of the Commercial
Downtown (CD) zoning district by reinforcing the site's role as a gateway
to downtown focal point and establishing a clear identity for an important
public gathering space. As a gateway plaza, the site serves as an
introduction to the downtown area and contributes to its identity and
sense of arrival. The proposed plaza sign will support the districts intent
to create pedestrian focused-gathering space.



The requested waiver or modification will better serve the general standards listed by Zoning
Ordinance Section 12.8(E)(2) and repeated as follows: The proposed development (1) will be
consistent with the comprehensive plan; (2) will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health,
safety, convenience, or general welfare; (3) will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of the
surrounding property; (4) will not impede the efficient, orderly, and normal development of the
surrounding property; (5) provides adequate access, utilities, landscaping, buffering, and other
improvements; (6) provides pedestrian and vehicle ingress, egress, and circulation in a manner that
maintains adequate public safety and efficient movement.

The requested modification will better serve the general standards of
Columbus Zoning Ordinance Section 12.8(E)(2) by supporting the City's
vision for the redevelopment of downtown's primary arrival point at State
Road 46. The Columbus 2030 Plan identifies the redesign of the central
entrance plaza as an opportunity to better reflect Columbus's identity
while improving safety, accessibility, and visual coherence. The proposed
sign contributes to these objectives by providing clear identification and
orientation for the plaza and establishing a recognizable gateway to
downtown. The sign is fully integrated within the plaza landscape, does
not affect the use or enjoyment of surrounding properties, and does not
interfere with pedestrian or vehicular access, circulation, or safety. The
requested modification therefore supports the 2030 plan and the
broader public benefit of the project without creating adverse impacts to
surrounding properties or public infrastructure.

| am requesting a waiver or modification from
Zoning Ordinance Section*

10 (Table 10.1)

To allow the following*

To allow a sign to be 64 feet in area, 14 square feet larger than the
maximum 50 square foot size.



Waiver or Modification Request Justification:

The Columbus & Bartholomew County Zoning Ordinance [Section 12.8(E)]
establishes specific criteria that must be met in order for a waiver or
modification to be approved with a site development plan. Please describe how
the waiver or modification request meets at |east one of the following criteria.

The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the development requirement.

The requested modification to allow a 64-square-foot sign will better
serve the intent of the development requirements by providing
appropriate legibility and identification of the plaza while maintaining a
scale that is compatible with the site. The proposed sign is smaller than
the existing plaza sign, which is approximately 18 feet long and 2.5 to 3
feet tall. The 64-square-foot area includes the entire sign background;
the proposed lettering itself is approximately 5 inches high and 9 feet
long. The sign's size and proportions have been designed with
consideration for the scale of the plaza, the distance from the roadway,
and the speed of passing vehicles. A reduction to 50 square feet would
make the sign more difficult to read and would diminish its effectiveness
as a primary identification element. The proposed sign provides
necessary visibility for the plaza while remaining integrated into the
landscape and avoiding the visual impact typically associated with
oversized commercial signhage.

The anticipated future roadway improvements by INDOT
(https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/welcome-to-the-
seymour-district/seymour-district-projects/s.r.-46-pavement-
replacement-project,-columbus-des-2100247,-2101135/) will further
increase the distance between the sign and passing traffic by narrowing
the roadway and expanding the pedestrian area, making appropriate sign
scale and legibility increasingly important.



The requested waiver or modification will better serve the intent of the zoning district in which the
property is located.

The requested modification will support the intent of the Commercial
Downtown (CD) zoning district by allowing the gateway plaza to function
as a recognizable focal point within the downtown area. The sign's scale is
appropriate to its role in identifying the plaza from the surrounding
streets and establishing a clear sense of arrival to downtown. Allowing the
proposed size will strengthen the visibility and identity of this public
space while supporting the district's emphasis on creating a focal point,
encouraging continued investment, and maintaining a strong pedestrian-
oriented character.

The requested waiver or modification will better serve the general standards listed by Zoning
Ordinance Section 12.8(E)(2) and repeated as follows: The proposed development (1) will be
consistent with the comprehensive plan; (2) will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health,
safety, convenience, or general welfare; (3) will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of the
surrounding property; (4) will not impede the efficient, orderly, and normal development of the
surrounding property; (5) provides adequate access, utilities, landscaping, buffering, and other
improvements; (6) provides pedestrian and vehicle ingress, egress, and circulation in a manner that
maintains adequate public safety and efficient movement.

The requested modification to allow a 64-square-foot sign will better
serve the general standards of Columbus Zoning Ordinance Section
12.8(E)(2) by allowing the redesigned entrance plaza to function
effectively as a welcoming and identifiable gateway to downtown. The
proposed sign provides appropriate visibility and orientation for visitors
and motorists while maintaining a low profile, with the additional area
achieved primarily through its width rather than height. Its placement
within the landscaped plaza does not impede pedestrian or vehicular
circulation, affect sightlines, or interfere with access or the use of
surrounding public properties. The proposed size therefore supports the
project’s goals of improving the identity, accessibility, and visual
coherence of downtown's primary arrival point while maintaining public
safety, compatibility with surrounding uses, and the orderly use and
development of the area.



& Outlook

Senator Robert D. Garton Park Letter of Support

From Brenda Garton <profgartonsjoberg@gmail.com>
Date Tue 9/1/2026 4:17 PM
To  Melissa Begley <mbegley@columbus.in.gov>

Cc  Brad Garton <garton@columbia.edu>; Brenda Garton <profgartonsjoberg@gmail.com>; Brenda A. Garton-
Sjoberg <bgarton@wne.edu>

Dear Melissa,

The Garton family is honored to learn the original park named after my father will be redesigned and
reimagined for future families to enjoy and current residents to be proud of. Columbus, Indiana is
recognized internationally as an architectural gem. It is only fitting that the welcome mat to downtown
showcase a park to represent the culture, pride, and excellent design the city proudly represents.

We held a Celebration of Life Service for dad this past Sunday at Mill Race Park, a place that holds
special meaning for my family because he and especially his wife, Barbara, of 71 years were
instrumental in making it a part of our community. Dad's impact on Columbus is seen everywhere -
but he didn't like to talk about his accomplishments. He was quiet in his contributions to our great city
and state. But while he may not have sought recognition, he certainly deserves it.

Sen. Garton led the Indiana Senate for an unprecedented 26 years as its president. He was the longest
serving Senate Leader in Indiana history and among the longest serving legislative leaders in the
country. He spent nearly four decades in the Senate, dedicating his life to public service and making
Columbus and Indiana a better place.

His legacy is not measured by the awards he received, but by the positive results of his service. Dad's
commitment to helping others extends beyond politics, including his time in the United States Marine
Corps, where he served as First Lieutenant.

Again, dad never sought the spotlight. He simply believed in doing good work, helping others, and
leaving things better than he found them. This is one of the countless comments we received on the
lives dad touched to make our city and state a better place.



Wed, May 13 at 4:14PM

Lynn Lucas

From FB today:

L Suzanne Smith X0
Suggested for you - 8h - Q

Yesterday | drove over to my local pharmacy and

picked up prescription. | had to goin. | am 92 and

use a cane for these short errands. | was able to park

near the door in a handicap parking place and walk &']
slowly up the sidewalk without having to negotiate a

curb. | thought of the late Bob Garton, who was a

champion of making life easier for disabled people

when he was a State Senator here in Indiana. He

made it happen. | was deeply grateful. His legacy is

W

Copied below is a small part from Attorney Pete King's eulogy for our dad two days ago to help give
you more perspective on "Bob Garton."

Eulogy
August 30, 2026
"Welcome and thank you for being with us today to honor and celebrate the life of a truly
extraordinary man, Robert D. Garton.

Senator Garton, or Senator, as I always_indicated in our discussions over the years, passed from

our presence on May 9, 2026, just shy of his 93rd birthday on August 18™. Our purpose today is not to
grieve the loss of this truly remarkable man, but instead celebrate a life well lived in service to his family,
his community, his state, and our country. Our tribute today represents the full measure of a life well
lived. Speaking on behalf of the four grandchildren are Lian Neeman, Brad and Jill's daughter, and Bo
(Show-berg) Sjoberg - Brenda and John's son. You will also hear from his son Brad, daughter Brenda,
and the love of his life of 71 years of marriage, Barb, through comments from Brenda. Barb is with us via
live streaming and it is only apropos that we hold our celebration at Mill Race Center, a facility that Barb

was instrumental in helping fund.

No doubt Senator Garton’s influences and footprint in our community and state will long
transcend his passing. We need not look far to see the influence and impact of the Columbus Learning

Center. Without Senator Garton’s presence at the budget conference table and insisting that this facility be



funded and built, Senator Garton would not approve the State budget bill moving forward for the State of
Indiana that year. He was more than an important part of the effort to stave off corporate raiders in the
mid 1980’s, who sought to purchase a controlling share of Cummins Engine Company (now Cummins
Inc,) in order to dismantle the company and forever change Columbus. He sponsored and passed

thoughtful legislation that discouraged such practice - and now you know the rest of the story.

Senator Garton was visibly uncomfortable the day our community named the Robert D. Garton
Plaza in downtown Columbus in his honor. I remember the ruse Barb and I and others orchestrated to
have the Senator there in the first place. We then had to create cover for many of the folks from the State
House who were stationed on the other side of the courthouse, ready to walk over to the plaza at the right
moment. This was the essence of the man, quiet and humble, very different from what you would expect
from the Leader of the Indiana Senate for 26 years.

President Eisenhower’s favorite Latin saying was:

“Gently in manner, strongly in deed.”

This was Senator Garton. I also experienced on a firsthand basis his deep sense of integrity for our
political system. He clearly was one of the most informed and I would suggest experts on the Indiana
State Constitution of 1851. He had a keen understanding and respect for the concept of the balance of
power between the branches of our state government. I would often marvel at how perceptive he was
about current legal opinions, both state and federal, concerning constitutional topics. He certainly is a

voice we miss today.

I also experienced his deep sense of decorum and commitment to positive campaigns. I witnessed
a moment in his last campaign that brought the point home. Our polling indicated that we needed to
define his opponent. I met with the Senator to discuss a new plan on advertising. He said to me in no
uncertain terms:

"Pete, I have never engaged in negative campaigning, and I will not start now."”

You rarely experience in the rush and heat of a political campaign such true commitment to
personal integrity and honor. Senator Garton truly left this community, this state, and this country in a
better state than he first found it when he and Barb established their home in Columbus." - Attorney Pete

King



When | drove past the park this past weekend, | was so happy to know the park, named after my
father, will be greatly improved. It has obviously fallen out of grace and needs upgrades to welcome
visitors to our beautiful Columbus. | also saw so many new apartments being built downtown. How
nice those families will have a lovely park to enjoy and perhaps inquire about the great man it was
named after - who left an indelible mark on our beloved city.

As his daughter, | thank you for your thoughtfulness in rededicating this park to Robert Garton - to
give it the glory, attention, and beauty this architectural gem of a city Columbus should display. | wish
we had people in politics today like dad - so highly regarded on both sides of the aisle. A quality that
earned him recognition of being the National Legislator of the Year. What a well-deserved honor for a
man who gave so much to Columbus - so new generations will know who dad was - and how he
served this city with distinction.

Many thanks,

-Brenda Garton-Sjoberg

Professor Emeritus, Western New England University
Senator Robert D. Garton's daughter
(413)386-7234
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