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Engagement Recap
Challenges
Opportunities

Key Takeaways
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

Introduce and welcome people to Columbus
Consider the context

Design a comfortable, safe, and interesting space
Enhance ecology

Celebrate community and culture

Create areas for reflection and honoring history

Merritt Chase | July 23, 2024
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Engagement Recap

Join us for a picnic!
Downtown Entrance Plaza Redesign

b

Bedngshrnenrs geatl Conesr sabion!
Fiapery'y Brpratieed bl well b el e ooy b,

Comment cards
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WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR THE
DOWNTOWN ENTRANCE PLAZA?

Bar thbumsre County Ol Yar Deaths
IRa1-18&S
Frederick F. Labokls, ML MPH

Collected materials

WHAT DO YOU WAMT TO EXPERIEMCE HERE?

4 I
- POW/MIA Memorial Representatives
- Columbus Police Department
.:I''a-'v'_'!:"i"u:I:II""F‘ﬁfE Bk s .
il e, 18 s - Columbus Fire Department
ﬁfﬁﬁ _Tnia:-- - IU Architecture Program Representatives
i - Columbus City Council
R A ,
7 Gelabiss T e |- Columbus Mayor’s Office
m%ﬁw - Columbus Redevelopment Commission
as - 4
/ - Picnic on the Plaza Public Event

4 )

- J

Codumbus Downdown Erdrancs Flars

We want to
hear from you!

i SR T b B

R s i O - el T e Ny

L e B e LN

O e e N e N I e I W N

Online survey

Stakeholder meetings
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Engagement Recap
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza
Engagement Recap
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Challenges

-

\_

“The disconnected to the
surrounding blocks, sidewalks, trails, etc.

space is

It does not relate to any of the surrounding
structures.”

~

J

N
“Two spaces separated by traffic.
Why do we hate pedestriansg”

“Another vote for this,

N
/

the separation”

“This”

¢

7 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

4 )
“Its scale is too small, the contents
too random... inaccessibility from being
surrounded by busy streets.”
\_ J
4 )

\_

“Separation is backwards - need berm to
obstruct street noise and need to open up
space by the Bicentennial Trail because
nobody knows this plaza is here.”

-

J

-

“It's almost unusable for pedestrians with
the state highway running through it.”

~

“This could be a great space for smallish
outdoor events, but it's so underutilized.
| didn't even know it was herel”

~

\_ J
4 )
“Not enough shade!”

\_ J
4 )

\_ J
4 )
“| do not think this area needs an upgrade.
| would rather see taxpayer dollars go to
improving other areas of town.”

\_ J

“The exhaust/road noise is a barrier
fo enjoyment”

12

(

‘-d'
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Opportunities

“Something that says "Eve catching - but nof distracting as “Slow down traffic here
“Welcome to Columbus” Y 9 9 plus 2nd + 3rd Streets.

eople drive into town” . ”
metaphorically” PP Pedestrians = Energy

4 ) 4 ) 4 )

“Create clear visual connectors to draw
“I know there is untapped potential here.” people across the busy street (safely) and “More programmed activities”
into the area.”

. J . J . J
4 ) 4 ) 4 )
“The entire space must have a unified
design, not just frying to build on what exists. “Something that acknowledges/ “This is a connecting space -
Start again with a clean slate, unhindered celebrates African Americans in community” let’s be intentional”
by the ad hoc nature of the current design.”

V - Y \. Y \.
4.7-‘
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

Connections

Curiosity
Public Art Cohesiveness
Welcoming
Pedestrian- and bike-friendly
Water feature
Play feature ~
[ Common Themes ] Views
Dream big Shade Save the big tree
Lighting
Student involvement . War memorial considerations
Programming
Pedestrian bridge Kid & Family-friendly

Traffic calming

9 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | July 23, 2024



Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“a gentle handshake when you
come into Columbus” “More funding for bigger

ideas! $$$%”

e | Dreembia
> Dream big

“gateway signage”

“Columbus is so unique”

“Get more money.
Go big or go home.”

Introduce and welcome
people to Columbus

3 “a “let’s go here”
“Something that causes curiosity and kind of place”

to take a double take”
Create an inviting space

10 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza Merritt Chase | July 23, 2024

“draw people in with a
multi-functional plaza space”




Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“Cohesion with design
downtown, the bridge and “This whole area has a lot of traffic
uniting both spaces” “artifacts” of old patterns. May need
a thoughtful larger redesign.”

Cohesiveness
Circulation

Consider the context

“Not “how can we connect this site to
downtown” - how can this site serve “Strong pedestrian connections to
as a conduit between waterfront etc surrounding event spaces”

AND downtown?” .
Connections
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

-
“Unless the traffic pattern is
significantly changed, it won't be
a very relaxing area.”
\_

-

“| like that the People Trail is now
connecting both sides of the
highway. The bridge beautifully
frames the view coming
infto downtown.”

13 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

“Coordinate this space with

north entrance to downtown at
Mill Race & on to 11th Street.”

“Pedestrian connecting possible
over-street bridge to allow view
of downtown and the Riverfront.”

~

J

“Connect to biking trails”

Merritt Chase | July 23, 2024



Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“More people less cars!”

Pedestrian- and bike-friendly

“slow down traffic”

Traffic Calming

“safer crosswalks”

” . V/4
create clear visual connectors

: DI Play feature

Design a comfortable, safe,
a nd in'l'e resl'ing SPCI ce “German-style nature playground!”

Lighting

“water feature displays with light
shows at night!”

“definitely a place to sit with shade”

Comfortable seating

“Seating, shade, pond and drink”

Water feature

“A water element like a fountain,
splash pad or both.”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

15 | Columbus Downtown Enfrance Plaza

4 )
“Put colorful, artistic barriers
that act as both design and
safety structures”
\_ J
4 )

“I'm a biker and would love to be
able to bike through the space.”

TS el S rie ol B b e s b

We woant to hear from youl
HT s yimn weent i upn this spocet

“Maybe some park benches
and some large outdoor swings
for adults or children to swing on”

-
.
— g
——
D i T \
'f\':. '
P o E .4
QP?“’ - 4] -
\ | \ J
| LogE A A f
g . ¥ Ly | L1 f
Your Name: /¢ /] rpiiN ) (
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“remove the burning bush hedge”
“Save the big tree!”

“trim shrubs”

“A tree house!”
Enhance tree canopy
. Manage existing vegetation

“flowering trees”
“I love the secret garden vibe
it has going on”

Enhance ecology

“pollinator garden” Biodiversity p ”
nature themed

“community gardens/plots”

“[a spot] to enjoy the sounds of the
birds”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

Wi

Id L
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L Lt i o
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b - e { L T ™ ot = T HE
L L i Ty Ao PRl
: 17 e s o
Fﬁ;’-‘:/. Lo wif :‘L;_’- JEPF Db |

-

“I think this space would be great
for an outdoor activity area or
relaxation area with birds and

bird houses.”

~

We want to hear from you!
How do you want to use this space?

e Do b i inped lor eters improwemenh 1o e
Diwwribcmam Entroncs Floco Tell wm whaoi bind of aciesie o
PR g yOu wodd s Eaeran e heve

F

Wrile dawn a suggestion ar sketch an idea

“Separate space from road.
Line with trees”

\
“] would love to see it as a

community veggie garden space.
Not only plots for specific people.

But a garden that can be utilized by

anyone around.”

17 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

“Make a maze with all of
the bushes”

“Add more shade.”

. J
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“Monthly festivals/exhibits i.e.
Ribberfest, Soup Stew chili Brew.”

“Maybe collab with J. Irwin ) ' )
Public Art
“Neighborfest - bring it back!” .

“Public art!! Please!”

Celebrate community and culture

“smaller scale fun for kids”

Kid & Family-Friendly “Pick a day for Food Truck outings”
“Moms across Columbus are “I would like locally-owned .
begging for a splash pad!” businesses/vendors to be Food & Beverage
featured prominently”

“Extend the energy of the Farmers” Market”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza ,

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

“Seasonal Chamber of Commerce
sponsored competitions. Examples:
Pumpkin carving/display, snowman
build, flower planter arranging, etc.

4 )

“Add some bocce ball spots and
other inexpensive outdoor activity

game areas people of all ages T \
would play.” Yes! J
9

k ) II+‘III

4 p T
“A permanent space for
experimental architectural ‘
sculpture for the students to test 4
materials + systems i.e.: bamboo I 4
. J

and other materials”

( h
re saeking your input for future improvements io the
We wantto hear fromyou! 00 o it conosr
”Spgce dedicated to C4 How do you want to use this space? Wmmﬁr@ymmﬁdlﬁnbwhm

installation for Exhibit Columbus”

“Afternoon event spot following
the Saturday morning
Farmers’ Markets.”

“Utilize as part of various
downtown street fests as an
alternative to closing down

4th St or Washington”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

"Granite bench designating specific

area as POW,/MIA plaza”
Remembrance
“Consider including the ~400 Civil War m

soldier who were connected to [the] county
and sacrified their lives during the Civil War”

“Brick memorial wall with waterfall”

Create areas for reflection
and honoring history

“A place to come + relax + reflect”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

-

“Make sure people feel safe...so
they can come to the space in a
mood of calm, awe, respect :) *

\_

~

J

21 | Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

-

"Granite bench designating specific
area as POW/MIA plaza”

~

“The current sculptures are...
too small to be appreciated
while driving past at 40 miles an
hour and would be better used
somewhere in Columbus where
there are more pedestrians that
can interact with them.”

“Keep the sculptures.
In fact, bring in more.”
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Columbus Downtown Entrance Plaza

What We Heard | Key Takeaways

Introduce and welcome people to Columbus
Consider the context

Design a comfortable, safe, and interesting space
Enhance ecology

Celebrate community and culture

Create areas for reflection and honoring history
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Transform the space to be more desirable
Collaborate with local partners and adjacent projects
Improve key design features and connectivity

Ensure the project’s integrity and universal accessibility

Downtown Entrance Plaza Goals





