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BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS & SAFETY
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MARCH 10, 2026

The Board of Public Works & Safety met in regular session on Tuesday, March 10, 2026,
at 10:00 a.m.

Mayor Mary Ferdon présided, in person, with the folloWing members absent or present:
Present in person: Brenda Sullivan, John Pickett, and Eric Frey

Present via WebEx: Melanie Henderson

Luann Welmer, City Clerk, requested the Board’s approval of the March 3, 2026, meeting

minutes. John Pickett made a motion to approve the request. Melanie Henderson seconded the
motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

BethAnn Knotts, Compliance Specialist, requested the Board’s approval of a Drug and
Alcohol Testing Policy Specific to the ColumBUS Transit Department as Part of the City of
Columbus’ Drug-Free and Alcohol-Free Workplace Program Updated January 2026. John
Pickett made a motion to approve the request. Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion. Roll call vote
as follows:

John Pickett Aye

Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey . Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

~ Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

BethAnn Knotts requested the Board’s approval of an intent to purchase a 29° GILLIG
Low Floor Diesel Bus in the amount of $772,353.00. Brenda Sullivan made a motion to approve
the request. John Pickett seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye

Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
- Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon - Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Matt Martindale, Deputy Chief of Police, requested the Board’s approval of a Bill of Sale
transferring ownership of retired police K-9 Bane. John Pickett made a motion to approve the
request. Melanie Henderson seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett , Aye

Brenda Sullivan - . Aye

Melanie Henderson Aye o
Eric Frey Aye - '

Mary Ferdon _ Aye




4274

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Matt Martindale requested the Board’s approval of and authorization for the Chief of
Police to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Columbus Police
Department, Bartholomew County Sheriff’s Office, and Columbus Regional Health
regarding the Deployment of a Tactical Medic for Joint SWAT Operations, John Pickett made

a motion to approve the request. Melanie Henderson seconded the motion. Roll call vote as

follows: :
John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
. Eric Frey - : Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Bryan Burton, Director of Public Works, requested the Board’s approval of a quote from
Electronic Communication Systems, Inc. for Rapid Warn NOAA Outdoor Tornado Siren

* Activation in the amount of $14,350.00. John Pickett made a motion to approve the request.

Melanie Henderson seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows: -

John Pickett _ Aye
Brenda Sullivan - Aye
Melanie Henderson- - Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Arlette Cooper-Tinsley, Director of Human Resources, requested the Board’s approval of
and authorization to sign a Third Party Administration Health Insurance Renewal Contract
and Updated Summary Plan Description. John Pickett made a motion to approve the request.
Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey ' Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Eric Frey, Executive Director of Administration, requested the Board’s approval of two (2)
dockets of claims. Brenda Sullivan made a motion to approve the request. John Pickett seconded
the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey ' Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Robin Chavez, Code Enforcement Officer, requested the Board’s approval to vacate,
condemn, demolish, and take legal action against the owner of property located at 727 Reed
Street. John Pickett made a motion to approve the request. Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion.
Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
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Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Andrew Beckort, City Engineer, requested the Board’s approval of a Notice to Bidders
for #26-01 2026 Crack Seal & Mastic Joint Repairs Project. Brenda Sullivan made a motion to
approve the request. John Pickett seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett ' Aye
Brenda Sullivan ' Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon - : Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Andrew Beckort requested the Board s approval of Special Uses of Right-of-Ways as
presented. Brenda Sullivan made a motion to approve the request. John Pickett seconded the
motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Andrew Beckort requested the Board’s approval to open quotes for #26-06 Central
Avenue Preemption. One (1) quote was received:

Signal Construction Inc ~ $18,275.00

Andrew requested that the quote be taken under advisement. John Pickett made a motion to
approve the request. Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion. Roll call vote as follows:

John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye
Melanie Henderson Aye
Eric Frey Aye
Mary Ferdon Aye

Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

Alex Whitted, City Attorney, requested the Board’s acceptance of Uniform Conflict of
Interest Disclosure Statements from the following individuals:

Gene Hack
Steve Norman
Lori Rowan
Jerone Wood
Dawn Ray

~

John Pickett made a motion to approve the request. Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion. Roll
call vote as follows:

Melanie Henderson Aye
John Pickett Aye
Brenda Sullivan Aye -

Eric Frey Aye
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Mary Ferdon Aye
Motion passed by a vote of five (5) in favor and zero (0) opposed.

John Pickett made a motion for adjournment. Brenda Sullivan seconded the motion.
Motion passed by a unanimous vote. There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned

at 10:32 a.m.
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